February 2017
The monthly newsletter of Christ Lutheran Church

| find it hugely exciting that our former intern pastor is getting ordained this
month. Karen Niemeyer will become a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
on February 26 at 3:00 PM. The service will take place at Trinity in Grand Rapids where she
wi || serve as Associate Pastor. It was a |
was humbled when she asked me to participate in this service. The service of ordination
happens only one time in the life of a pastor. Following a massive educational commitment, a
least a year of internship, psychological assessments, loads of prayer and deliberate
discussion this service marks an end of the discernment of her call, and signifies the
beginning of her official ministry in this church. Throughout the last several years Karen has
openly wondered with classmates, professors, church staff and her candidacy committee as
whether or not she was indeed being called by God for the role of pastor in the Church. Itis ¢
great joy to confirm with all those others that | feel Karen is indeed called by God to
leadership in the Church.

Not all churches got through all this vetting of potential leaders. The process is
time consuming and carries substantial costs. It is worth every moment and every penny. The
ELCA is constantly responding to the changing spiritual landscape of our culture. Identifying
and empowering leaders is crucial as we continue in the work that was originally set in motior
by Jesus calling his first disciples to form the earliest church. Part of my role in the larger
church is my membership on the Synod Candidacy Committee. We are the group of people
that comes alongside those that are considering ministry as a career. Twice a year we meet
interview, review, uplift and challenge those in the seminary (grad school of pastors) system
as they progress through schooling and internships. At times the faithful move is to deny a
candidate before they make a substantial financial commitment to a school. At times the
faithful thing is to postpone a candidate along the way so they can develop some tools or mot
clearly organize their | ife towards this

By the end of the service on February 26, Karen will be blessed by our Bishop Craic
Satterlee, she will receive and wear a stole (which | wear every Sunday) and | hope she will
know deep in her bones that this work is what she is called to do. So I invite you to come and
take part. See the larger church in action, bless Karen and her family with your presence!

See you on Sunday,
Pastor Dave Dockweliler
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Thinking about summer yet? We are heading
year frodmJdluygyel25 Signups have begun. The t
install ments of $100 each. The first paymel
have questions, please see Kim Holwerda or

Andy & Whitney Vam@edsgandlor mathe nsiign avail ab

Adult Chaperones drﬂaymwsoN

to join the high school . a
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Observing the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Ayearl ong series of events presented by Christ
Church, Trinity Lutheran Church, and
Greater Grand Rapids Conference of the North West Lower Michigan Conference, ELCA

oLut her, 6 t he (mee)iFebmaryPlD, 2l 3:00 PM Celebration Cinema North

Service of Lament and Healing i March 29, 2017, 7200 PM St . Lukeds Lutheran
Tookula Youth Choir Concert @ July 26, 2017, 3:00 P& St . Lukeds Lutheran
ORef or mat i on ji @ctaber h3U15 20t Tatimes and location TBA

Juried Art Show i October 201A location TBA

Oktoberfest A October 201f details to come

Ecumenical Joint Remembrance i October 31, 2017 location & time TBA

Be sure to watch future weekly announcements for more details on these exciting events
being planned for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation or go to
www.reformation500gr.org .

Did you know
we email out the ¥
announcements L)
v ' ' every week? We /AL ”4/,[
also use email to
il ek shqre important \
ity NOUCES, prayers
manels vt Yequests, and
news pertaining to the congregation.
If you do not receive our emails,
then there is a good
have your address and you will miss
something! If you would like to be
included in this method of
communication, please contact
Audrey in our church office at 532
2774 or send her a note at
office@clcwyoming.org
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We wi | | be doing a game night

school to confirm the date. T

early evening. We would | ove

books that are new or very, ve

dents wil/ be able to pick out

range is from 4n4woh 1@r §gpeeschhA

story books and Christian/ Bi bl

I n order to make this event as

need help in the following area

games with parents and chil dren

needed would be at | east 2 peop

Donated books may be placed on the table in the
pl ease contact Kai6lby 5Reii sstteerr kaatt h5/3@8g mai | . com
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Our amazing ONE program is a VBS program
designed specifically for our middle school aged youth.
We are in our 4th year of this program and it just
keeps getting better. Part of the reason is the awesome
support we get from our Congregation! If you would
like to have a hand in planning for this program, talk
to Suzanne Snider and let her know!
Many hands make light work!!

CLC ONE: JULY 143, 2017

Ephesians 4: 46: There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through

all and in all.

CLC VBS IS COMING - July 23 -27th!
AND | TeS GOI NG TO BE A Wi
Want to help plan the fun?

Our planning committee will be meeting once a month to make
sure we have an awesome experience. If you are interested in
being a part of the process, email Suzanne Snider at
Suzanne@clcwyoming.org



